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OVERVIEW 

 

This manual is a basic guide for Junior Handlers and for those who wish 

to improve their knowledge in Junior Handling in FCI shows. It hopes to 

work as an aid for youth participants in the handling process, by 

assisting as a study manual, with the basic support contents required for 

the student to practice and learn in their own time. 

The FCI Youth Junior Handling Study Manual was created as a 

complementary reference to the official FCI Guidelines for World and 

Section Junior Handling Competitions, proposed by the FCI Youth 

group; approved by the FCI Show and Judges Joint Commission, and by 

the FCI Executive Committee in February 2016.  

Both support documents were created as references for the 

maintenance of a Junior Handling sport that will prepare youths in 

handling dogs inside show rings, but also to encourage the foundation 

of healthy and bonding relationships between youths and dogs, and to 

help juniors in becoming more aware of what is required in order to be 

a Handler.  
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¢ƘŜ ŀƛƳ ƻŦ WǳƴƛƻǊ IŀƴŘƭƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ȅƻǳǘƘΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ 

in Cynological activities, by promoting and developing the co-operation 

and contact between dogs and young people, and above all, by 

encouraging sportsmanship, friendship and welfare between youths and 

dogs.  

Junior handling also involves the opportunity for youths and youngsters to 

learn more about different dog breeds, as well as their various types and 

characteristics. The sport encourages young dog lovers to gain knowledge 

of how to take care of dogs and how to maintain animal wellbeing. These 

values will help support further generations of consciousness and 

responsible dog ownership culture.  

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

Throughout the year, Junior Handling competitions take place during 

international shows and in shows organized by official FCI National 

Organizations, granting youths the opportunity to be assessed by a Junior 

Handling Judge and where all participants should be equally evaluated on 

the basis of the official FCI Guidelines for World and Section Junior 

Handling competitions. 

What is JUNIOR HANDLING? 
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SPORTSMANSHIP 

The best way for junior handlers to become familiar with junior handling is 

to watch Junior Handling competitions during dog shows. You will see 

how youths take part at all levels of competition, how they have 

developed friendships and have learned to compete and accept their 

wins and losses in a gracious manner. Friendships in Junior Showmanship 

Competitions can be created in many different ways. Once you become 

friends with your fellow handlers, you will find that most of them have 

feelings and goals that are very similar to your own. 

Sharing and practicing together in Junior Handling is a great way to begin 

and learn how to handle dogs. As friendships develop with fellow junior 

handlers, you will then be able to help each other on improving your skills. 

By helping one another, you establish a team effort that can greatly 

enhance the overall and individual enjoyment of the sport. Regardless of 

your abilities you will always share the experience of winning and losing, 

so remember that this is a part of entering into any competition. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Winning is not the most important objective. The most important thing 

to remember when you are not placed in the competition is to be able to 

ŀŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ WǳŘƎŜΩǎ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ 
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practice and learning; this can be achieved through individual effort, group 

courses, training programmes, study manuals and practice. 

Keep in mind that the most important outcome of the competition is that 

you enjoy yourself and learn from the experience.  

Also remember to praise and reward your dog(s), win or lose, because a 

lot of effort has been required from them too!  

Good handling requires self-discipline and experience. You need to be able 

to accept the ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƻǊǎΩ opinion and remember to use this ability when it 

comes to the winners being announced in the ring.  

On most occasions, after judging the day´s Junior Handling Competition, 

the judge will be available to give advice to the junior handlers that were 

entered during that day.  

 

SPORTSMANSHIP can be acheived in many different ways: 
 

¶ Never crowd out or run too close to other exhibitors 

¶ Keep your dog comfortable in the ring 

¶ !ŎŎŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ WǳŘƎŜΩǎ ŘŜcision and don´t worry about it 

¶ Be friendly and help others 

¶ Enjoy yourself and keep your calm 

¶ Don´t be angry or sad when you lose 

¶ Remember to congratulate the winners with an honest smile 

¶ Praise and reward your dog  

¶ Make sure your dog is always safe and happy 

¶ Enjoy and learn from the experience  
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BREED HISTORY 
 

When choosing our dog, it is advisable to do some research about the 

ōǊŜŜŘΩǎ history and breed type, because it will help you to be more 

understanding of your dog's behaviour, specific features and breed 

requirements.  

There are hundreds of dog breeds worldwide and the FCI recognises 343 

canine breeds. Although many of them share common traits, the FCI 

places all recognized breeds into 10 distinct groups, depending on the 

breed type and functionality, this classification is called Nomenclature. 

When you learn how to recognize different breed types, you will also 

notice that in time, it will be much easier for you to identify yourself with 

certain breeds, not only depending on their appearance, but also on that 

breed and that dog´s lifestyle, function and character. This will soon prove 

to be helpful knowledge on choosing a dog, and also on how to 

successfully handle different dog breeds inside and outside of the ring.  

BREED STANDARD 

You can research more information about the dog breed you are handling, 

by downloading the FCI breed Standard, a document that presents 

guidelines to describe the ideal appearance, temperament and 

characteristics of each breed recognized by the FCI. Each breed has an 

official Breed Standard, which includes a lot of information you can learn 

from. The breed Standard is a way to ensure that the breed is healthy and 

fit  for its utility  and function. If a dog possesses a feature, characteristic or 

colour described as undesirable in the breed standard, it is strongly 

recommended that it should not be handled in a dog show. 

1 

1. http://www.fci.be/en/nomenclature/ 



8 
 

               
            FCI Youth JUNIOR HANDLING STUDY MANUAL                                                                                            Copyright  F.C.I           

 
 

Group 1: Sheepdogs and Cattle Dogs (except Swiss Cattle 

Dogs) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 BREED TYPES and FCI JUDGING GROUPS 

Sheepdogs and Cattle dogs are pastoral dogs that 

have a great ability to be trained with the function 

of herding their entrusted flock or herd. Dogs can 

herd other animals in a variety of ways. 

Sheepdogs and Cattle dogs actively round up 

cattle/ sheep with sound running skills, eye contact 

and barking. Herding dogs living only as household 

pets have pure herding instincts, even when not 

trained to herd farming animals. In general, these 

intelligent dogs make excellent companions and 

respond very efficiently to training exercises. 

These breeds ideally require owners who are 

skilled at training and willing to give them work 

occupations that remind these dogs of their strong 

herding instincts. Some of these breeds make for 

popular Police dogs, such as the German 

Shepherd, having many qualities that make them 

applicable for the job. Their duties include 

searching for explosives, searching for lost people, 

looking for crime scene evidence, and protecting 

their handlers  
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Group 2: Pinscher and Schnauzer- Molossoid breeds- Swiss 

Mountain- and Cattle Dogs This breed group includes breeds with different 
origins, which were raised and selected to watch 
the persons, houses, properties and animal flocks 
belonging to their owners.  
They are watchdogs.  
Pinscher and Schnauzer breeds usually have a 
dark, smooth coat, and are greatly intelligent and 
adaptable. Dogs in this group include the Pinscher, 
Doberman, Schnauzer and Black Russian Terrier. 
Mastiff Type Dogs in this category usually possess 
a short, smooth and thick coat. Their weight varies 
from around 35kg to 65kg; with the typical height 
between 55 ï 85 cm. Dogs in this group include 
the Boxer, English Bulldog and Rottweiler. Mastiffs 
are descendants of the most ancient types of 
breeds. Their ancestor, the molossus, was a 
ferocious type of war dog. They make fine 
companions and protection dogs.  
Mountain Type and Swiss dogs come in various 
colors, with coats that are usually resistant to the 
cold and weather damage. Dogs in this category 
include the Landseer, Newfoundland and 
Pyrenean Mountain Dog. Some breeds, such as 
the St. Bernard and Bouvier Bernois, are used as 
rescue dogs to save people such as alpinists and 
travelers from snow storms and avalanches. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FCI_Sheepdogs_and_Cattle_Dogs_Group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_dog_types
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Group 3: Terriers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group 4: Dachshunds 
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The name Terrier comes from the Latin word terra, 
meaning earth, and references their love of 
digging for the search of prey, such as foxes, 
moles, badgers, and rats. Terriers tend to retain 
their puppy-like cuteness deep into life, and they 
all share a lively, playful personality and an 
energetic nature.  

Terrier breeds come in a wide range of sizes and 
shapes. These are usually territorial dogs, and will 
bark at people or animals that approach their 
property. They are also escape artists and usually 
highly intelligent dogs.  

If you are interested in a terrier, make sure that 
you are aware of the fact that they do not 
necessarily get along well with other dogs, cats, 
birds or other pets. This has to do with the fact that 
terriers were bred to hunt small animals on farms 
and personal property. They aren't normally 
recommended for first-time dog owners. Many 
Terriers have wiry coats that must be kept clean of 
dead hair as to retain the proper texture. 

 

For decades the Dachshund has been bred in 
three sizes: Teckel, Miniature Teckel and Rabbit 
Teckel, and in three different kinds of coat: 
Smooth-haired, Wire-haired and Long-haired). 
Dachshunds are scent hound dog breeds, who 
were bred to hunt badgers and other tunneling 
animals, rabbits, and foxes.  
They are very social and love their family, wanting 
to be around them at all times. A typical 
dachshund is long-bodied and muscular with short 
legs. Its front feet are unusually large and paddle-
shaped for extreme digging. The dachshund has a 
deep chest that provides increased lung capacity 
for stamina when hunting prey underground. 
Having long snouts with an increased nose area 
that absorbs odors.  
 
Dachshunds are a very active dog breed and it is 
common for them to have big bursts of energy. 
Today their versatility makes them excellent family 
companions, show dogs, and small-game hunters. 
Dachshunds are brave, but they can be somewhat 
stubborn, and have an independent spirit, 
especially when hunting. 
 

 

 BREED TYPES and FCI JUDGING GROUPS 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FCI_Terrier_Group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FCI_Dachshund_Group
http://dogtime.com/dog-breeds
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Snout
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Group 5: Spitz and Primitive Types  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Group 6: Scenthounds and Related Breeds 
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Spitz breeds include dogs characterized by long, 
thick fur, and with pointed ears and muzzles. The tail 
often curls over the dog's top line. Most of the spitz 
breeds seen today originate from the Arctic region or 
Siberia. In recent genetic testing of dog breeds, many 
Spitz breeds were found to be in the group closest to 
wolves, and presumed to be part of the oldest type of 
dogs. Through selective breeding, spitz breeds have 
been developed to be functional to humans mainly 
through hunting, herding, and pulling sleds.  

Several types of Primitive dogs have developed in 
different parts of the world, travelling in boats through 
historic colonizers and developing during several 
centuries with little or almost no human intervention. 
Primitive breeds usually have reserved and 
suspicious temperaments, but this can be adapted to 
more sociable temperaments through socialization 
and interaction. Primitive types all share a common 
physical appearance, resembling a fox or a wolf, all 
bearing a pointed muzzle, a pyramidal shamed head 
and triangular shaped, erect ears.  

 

Scenthounds were developed for trace tracking and 
finding prey. They are often used to hunt in packs, 
getting along well with other dogs. With a generally 
relaxed and affectionate temperament towards 
humans. Scenthounds are a type of hound that 
primarily hunts by scent rather than sight, and is  
regarded as having some of the most sensitive noses 
among all canines. Most of these breeds have long, 
drooping ears; helping them to collect scent and keep 
it near the dog's face and nose. Scent hounds need 
endurance and persistence so that they can stick with 
a scent and follow it for long distances over rough 
terrain. The best scent hounds can follow a scent trail 
even across running water and still when it is several 
days old!  

Longer-legged hounds such as the Bloodhound or the 
Fox Hound run more quickly and require that the 
hunters follow on horseback; shorter-legged hounds 
such as the Basset Hound or the Beagle allow hunters 
to follow on foot. The Scenthound group includes dogs 
used for the tracking of game animals for hunting 
purposes, and of humans (as in search-and-rescue, 
and in fugitive capture). They are also used for 
explosive detection among other social benefits such 
as dog assistance and therapy.  

 

Dalmatian 

 BREED TYPES and FCI JUDGING GROUPS 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FCI_Spitz_and_Primitive_Types_Group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FCI_Scenthound_Group

